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heard. Here, from left, are shown the British Embassy, and Cyprus. And at right Is the Embassy of Soviet 
the Embassies of Viet-Nam, Sweden, Burma, Yugoslavia Socialist Republics. 


Diplomats Go Into Mourning 


By Dorothy McCardle 
WASHINGTON’S DIPLO- 
MATIC corps went prompt- 
ly into mourning for assas- 
sinated President John F. 
Kennedy. 

Flags on Embassy Row 
along Massachusetts ave. 
were lowered to half staff. 
Dinner parties and recep-. 
tions planned for last night 
and for days ahead were 
canceled spontaneously. 

The state visit by. West 
German. Chancellor Ludwig 
Erhard, due to begin tomor- 
row, was called off. 

The chiefs of the 110 
foreign diplomatic missions 
in Washington flooded the 
Department of State’s Of- 
fice of Protocol with calls 
asking what they could do 
•to express their personal 


grief and the sorrow of the 
nations they represent. 

Many diplomats drove to 
the State Department and 
left their cards of con- 
dolence in a small silver 
tray placed just inside the 
door of the office' of the 
U.S. Chief of Protocol, An- 
gier Biddle Duke. 

—All were advised by 
State’s Protocol staff that 
there will be a 30 -day 
period of official mourning. 
This will end either the 
night of December 22 or the 
morning of Dec. 23. The 
exact hour had not been de- 
cided. 

WHEN AIR FORCE 1, 
carrying the Chief Execu- 
tive's widow and remains 
arrived at Andrews Air 
Force Base, a small group 


of ambassadors stood with 
their heads bared. 

As they waited, the am- 
bassadors echoed the words 
which President Kennedy . 
had spoken in his speech 
only yesterday morning in 
Fort Worth, Texas. 

“It . is a very dangerous 
and uncertain world," the 
46-year-old President said 
just a short time before he 
was shot to death. 

The Dean of the Diploma- 
tic Corps, Ambassador of 
Nicaraugua Guillermo Se- 
villa-Sacasa burst into a 
frank expression of his out- 
rage over the tragedy. 

“It is intolerable that 
such a thing could happen 
in this day and age," said 
Ambassador Sevilla-Sacasa. 
“It’s unthinkable!" 

In his .formal statement 
he had said: 


• “The assassination of 
President Kennedy is a very 
deep, sorrow to all the 
world, not only because he 
was the leader of the Unit- 
ed States, but he was the 
leader of the freedom and 
the peace of the world. The 
people of the world will 
never forget President Ken- 
nedy." 

Ambassador Fernando 
Berckemeyer, of Peru* who 
is the second top-ranking 
man in the diplomatic corps, 
and his American-born wife 
were both at Andrews Field, 
too. 

OTHER DIPLOMATS at 
Andrews included those of 
India, Argentina, Iran, Pa* 
kistan, West' Germany, Norv 
way, Algeria and Mali. 



